
MAY 2009 1

Welcome back to Spring if you've been away, and hello to all of you who spent the cold and snowy
winter here in Oscoda, the home of beautiful VanEtten Lake. I think this might have been a record year
for snowfall up here, as 128” were reported by our dam operator.

The VELA board continues to meet on a regular basis and contributes to the articles contained in this
update. It is our hope that this information will both educate and motivate you toward an active role in
keeping our lake healthy so that we all may enjoy it this season, as well as years to come.

As always, we welcome your input and hope to see you at your lake association meetings as listed
on the calendar as well as the annual picnic in August.

Board Members:
Pres. Carole Plunkey – caroleplunkey@charter.net Joe Plunkey – joeplunkey@charter.net
VP & Treas. Leonard Brockhahn – sbrock50@gmail.com Janice Wilber – gjwilber55@yahoo.com
Sec. Dan Stock – etts95@yahoo.com Harry Stier – hbstier1@i-star.com
Bob Kelly – bkrkkelly34@yahoo.com Ron Mathison – statewideron@charter.net

2009 Event Calendar

 May 30 VELA General Mtg – 10 AM
Oscoda Twshp Conf Ctr

 July 11 VELA Annual Mtg/Elections – 10AM
Oscoda Twshp Conf Ctr

 July 23 PRVEL Watershed Mtg – 10AM
Greenbush Twshp Hall

 Aug 1 VELA Picnic – 3PM
Ken Ratliff Park

 Sept 12 VELA General Mts – 10AM
Oscoda Twshp Conf Ctr

 Oct 22 PRVEL Watershed Mtg – 10AM
Greenbush Twshp Hall

Cormorant Harassment Program
We are very fortunate

to again have the sup-
port of several volun-
teers around the lake
who monitor the appear-
ance of these predator
birds and take action to
move them along on
their route further north.
By using pyrotechnic
devices and literally
chasing them down with water craft, their
destruction can at least be minimized so
that our fish population does not suffer
substantially. The AuSable River project
also has targeted these birds to help pro-
tect the steelhead fry that are introduced
into the river in the spring. Anyone inter-
ested in participating in this endeavor may
contact Don Wassman at 739-7017.

FYI – Ice fisherman reported a
less than desirable perch catch
this winter, which the DNR tells
us was true of many lakes in the

area – unsure exactly why, but perhaps the long
stretches of C-O-L-D weather forced them to be more
sluggish and feed less.
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VAN ETTAN LAKE
AQUATIC NUISANCE CONTROL-SPECIALASSESSMENT DISTRICT

REVENUES-vs-EXPENDITURES SUMMARY

Years
Collected

S.A.D.
Collections

Expenditures Year End
Balance

Running
Balance

2006 $50,000 Progressive AE $17,500 $32,500 $32,500
2007 $50,000 Progressive AE $10,000

MDEQ Permit Fee $ 800 $39,200 $71,700
2008 $50,000 Progressive AE $10,000

Professional Lake MGMT $30,250
Savin Lake Services $ 2,325
EnviroScience $31,966 -$24,541 $47,159

2009 $50,000

2010 $50,000

Weed Control Program
This past January, VanEtten's weed committee met with Gary Kellan from the office of Economic De-

velopment for the township to prepare a plan for this season's weed control based on last year's assess-
ment of what worked and what didn't. Mr. Kellan has been authorized to implement contracts for chemi-
cal treatment and weevil planting in the event either are needed. All of this, of course, depends on weed
conditions around the lake, taking in many factors.

The committee plans to meet again this spring with the representative from Progressive AE lake
management firm to discuss the plan as well as the proposal to develop stage curves for the four tribu-
taries to the lake, as a part of the overall program to refine the estimates of phosphorus and suspended
solids in and out of VanEtten.

The use of mechanical harvesting of weeds is NOT planned for this year, as
the effort proved ineffective in accomplishing a long lasting eradication of un-
wanted weeds. They resurfaced after a very short period of time.

Below is the summary of monies collected each year through the special as-
sessment for our weed control program and how they have been utilized to date.

Watershed News
The Pine River VanEtten Lake (PRVEL) watershed partners met in April to review the final summary

of the updated management plan and discuss how to best utilize our resources and meet our goals.
Working with various agencies, it is hoped that monies will be available this year to address road/stream
crossing improvements, soil erosion projects, farming issues, fishing concerns, and other best manage-
ment practices to further improve and protect the waters within our boundaries (Alcona and Iosco coun-
ties) which directly flow into VanEtten Lake.

We want to thank those folks who graciously responded to the request for monetary support in our
winter newsletter, as we function only on donations and grants when we're approved for them.

Our bi-yearly stream sampling event for macroinvertebrates has given us another invaluable way to
test the health of our streams and volunteers are always welcome to participate in this “hands on – feet

wet” program. The May sampling results are not yet available, but any ques-
tions may be directed to Gene Stagner at 739-5550.

Stonefly…..One of the “bugs' found in our sampling which indicate a
healthy ecosystem
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SANDY SEPTIC SAYS
 How old am I?? I don’t last forever, ya know! Call

Public Health Dept for permit information.

 Where am I?? You could get sick if I’m too close to

the well!

 I’ll get bloated if you run water needlessly down the

drain!

 I can’t let my belt out a notch!! Garbage disposals

add solids AND water. Scrape dishes and consider
using a compost pile.

 Don’t drive over me or plant a tree - talk about a

headache!!

 I don’t need additives if I’m working properly, but if

I’m sick, call the plumber or the pumper!

 NO presents please ... like diapers, sanitary nap-

kins, paper towels, or plastic … I will gag and you
will probably need a visit from the plumber!!

Local septic system services:
Oscoda Septic 739-9631
Scott’s Septic 739-5474

VELA INBOX … Are there lake
issues that you think are not being ad-
dressed or do you have a question that

has not been answered through the newsletter or
handouts? If so, please write or email and include
a possible solution if there is a problem that you
see. Write to VELA, PO Box 601, Oscoda or
email the president.

MDEQ Testing at Ken Ratliff Park
In response to an article in the Oscoda Press

in February regarding a recent water sampling by
the DEQ to check for any contamination from
sources on the old Wurtsmith AFB, a follow up call
was made by the board for further information. In
short, the response was given that there are no
health concerns for swimmers, boaters, or fish
currently but that they (DEQ) were following up on
previous testing of sites along F-41 to be sure
there were no potential dangers of contamination
from solvents found in old water wells. The DEQ
representative agreed to inform VELA of any risks
if found.

FYI ... The township planning commission has
granted a waiver for four garage units to be built
on the property owned by Mr. James (owner of
Loud Island) on Loud Drive. It is our understand-
ing that he was asked to provide a completed de-
sign for these buildings before any construction
can begin. His long range goal is to put several
condominiums on the island for sale. Any inter-
ested parties who would like to keep abreast of
these developments can contact Mr. Owen at the
zoning office - 739-9019.

Membership ... If you have not responded to
the invoices mailed out in December 2008,
please do so, to help us get our actual member
numbers up to date. Dues ($20) which have
been paid are through 2009 and invoices will
again be mailed out in December of this year for
the new year 2010. Any question as to whether
you have paid or not, please direct to Ron Mathi-
son at 820-4817.

Thank you to all who have been faithful with
your support year after year.

Endowment Fund … Again, thank you to all who
have generously contributed to this long-term
investment in the future of our lake. The fund
balance is now $6390. Brochures explaining this
program may be obtained by contacting Carole
Plunkey or pick one up at our meeting in May.
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If you would like to place an ad in the newsletters, please contact Ron Mathison at 820-4817 for details.

Spring Tips
Consider using lake water on your lawn, not fertil-

izer
If you do choose fertilizer, please select only 0

phosphorus content
Mulch or compost grass clippings – do not rake

debris into the lake
Use native plants/shrubs along the shoreline to

help reduce nutrient run-off
Call for a permit before burning leaves/brush - 1-

866-922-2876

ON-SITE WASTEWATER PERMIT REVIEW
PRVEL volunteers Dan Stock and Gene

Stagner conducted a review of all on-site wastewater
permits issued by District Health Department No. 2 for
properties adjacent to Van Etten Lake from 1969
through 2007 under a Freedom of Information Act re-
quest.

With the assistance of the Health Department
staff, copies were made of all permits issued for
streets known to be adjacent to the lake. As the exact
street address is not identified on the many of the per-
mits and some permit were issued for street locations
not adjacent to the lake, the on-line Oscoda Township
assessment records and Google Maps were used to
try to match permits with current owners in the Lake
Special Assessment District and locations near the
lake. Copied permits found to be a considerable dis-
tance from the lake (i.e. on the northern end of Loud
Drive) were eliminated from the review. Although 50
permits could not be matched with an SAD address, it
is assumed that all of these systems are in the SAD
area and could not be matched because of incomplete
addresses or changes in ownership not indicated on
the township on-line records.

Based on the results of this review, the following
observations can be made about on-site wastewater
systems adjacent to Van Etten Lake:
1. It is estimated that more than 50% of the over

650 on-site systems around the lake are more
than 30 years old. An additional 14 % are more
than 20 years old.

2. Even though there have been reports of failing
systems with effluent surfacing in yards or by-
passed to open drains, it appears that the sandy
soils found around the lake allow for on-site sys-
tems to enjoy a long life expectancy without high
rates of failure.

3. It is generally accepted that sandy soils have a
finite capacity to capture and hold phosphorous.
When this capacity is reached, additional phos-
phorous not taken up by plant growth will pass
through the soil to the water table. It would seem
that this capacity would have been exhausted
after 30 years, possibly even for systems only
used during the summer.

4. As the shallow ground water table generally flows
to the lake, phosphorous not captured by the soil
also passes into the lake via the water table.

WATER QUALITY REPORT
SECCHI DISK CLARITY

There has been a dramatic increase in the
annual average clarity over the past 2 years compared
the gradual improvement seen over the past 10 years.
The average clarity for 2008 to date is 9.1 feet; over the
past 10 years is 5.1 feet. The greatest increase in clar-
ity has been realized in the Aug. and Sept. readings as
the 2008 average for that time period was 11.4 feet
compared to a 10 year average of 3.9 feet for the same
period.
PHOSPOROUS TESTING
The 2008 spring overturn phosphorous concentration
was 24 parts per billion [ppb]. Sampling approximately
2 weeks after ice out and after wind conditions that mix
the lake is thought to provide the best estimate of the
average phosphorous concentration in the lake. The 10
year average spring overturn phosphorous concentra-
tion is 27.6 ppb; the 2008 fall was 25 ppb. The 10 year
average fall is 34.9 ppb.
CHLOROPHYLL- A TESTING
This test is intended to help determine the relative
amount of algae in the lake by measuring chlorophyll
concentrations. The median Chlorophyll-A concentra-
tion over summer 2008 was 2.8 ppb ; over the past 10
years is 4.2 ppb. A higher concentration of Chlorophyll-
A indicates that more algae are present. The Sept.
value of 1.4 ppb was significantly lower than the Sept.
values of the previous 2 years and considerably lower
that the 10 year average of 8.5 ppb. The reason for this
decline is unknown.


