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AuSable Project Update

Summer 2014 Newsletter

Regular Coalition   Meetings

October 23, 2014

January 22, 2015

At 10:00 AM

Greenbush Township Hall

Working Together to
Restore and Protect

Our Natural
Resources

After several joint meetings with all the partners
involved in the AuSable River Restoration Project,
including PRVEL (as part of the greater AuSable's
“subwatershed”), work is underway to get moving on a
variety of on-the-ground projects:

� road stream crossing improvements
� invasive species removal and monitoring  (see

related article)
� streambank stabilization
� instream habitat restoration/enhancements.
� natural shoreline restoration
� native plantings
Following the July 24th general meeting in Greenbush,

an Open House forum was held to provide further details
and answer questions, featuring representatives from the
lead organization, Huron Pines RC&D, as well as the
Alcona County Road Commission, US Forest Service,
Alcona County Conservation District, and PRVEL.

This project
is being  funded
by a grant from
Sustain Our
Great Lakes
which was
awarded to
Huron Pines in
2013, with a
completion date
of 2015.

About twenty-five interested parties attended the
event, hopefully taking away a better understanding of
PRVEL's involvement in this project and how important it
is to work together with local agencies and organizations
sharing the same goals to protect and preserve our
natural resources.

Two potential sites for road/stream crossing
improvements on the East Branch of the Pine River may
be on the schedule to start this year, dependent on
weather and the target list for the road commission.

The invasive species monitoring and treatment
project on an 80 acre site of state land just north of
VanEtten Lake in Iosco County has already been
initiated.  Working with the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) and Huron Pines staff, this will
be an ongoing program for PRVEL and plans are being
discussed to include outdoor events to educate the
public, including students from local schools, regarding
the threat of invasive plants on
our ecosystem.The Open House presenters

Open House attendees discuss the
exhibits

Continued on page 2
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Projected Macro-Invertebrate Sampling dates for Fall 2014:

Working Together to Restore and Protect Our Natural Resources

As the Fall season approaches and we look at
potential dates we are trying to be flexible to our
members’ busy schedules.  Therefore, we would like to
receive your input regarding dates that best allow you to
participate with us this Fall.

Our 8th grade students and possibly a few high
school students from the Oscoda schools will once again
join us.  This gives you and our organization a great
opportunity to pass along to our future generations your
passion and expertise about our Pine River watershed
and the environment in general.

Please contact Arnie Leriche via email or
phone about your availability to participate on as
many of these proposed dates you may be available;

aleriche526@gmail.com or 989-255-0698.

As usual, we will try to conduct all sampling on just
2 dates.  However, to help us piece together adequate
sampling teams please indicate ALL dates that you may
be available to sample with us.  Also, as usual, our
sampling period will be between 9 am-12 noon.

Primary Dates:
Tues. or Wed.  10/7 or 8 Sat. 10/11
Secondary Dates:
Tues. or Wed. 10/14 or 15 Sat. 10/18

Macro Sampling Tidbit

For those of you who have not been able to join us for the sampling, here are a few facts about one of the
insects we collect.

Stonefly Nymph
� measures 8-15 mm in length (not including tails)
� has 2 tails
� has 2 sets of wing pads
� has branched gills between legs on underside of body
� yellow to brown in color
� prominent antennae and 2 claws at the end of each leg
� not tolerant of low levels of dissolved oxygen and
� therefore prefers cold, high quality, swift-moving

streams

AuSable Project Update continued from page 1

Streambank stabilization and instream habitat
restoration/enhancements on the South Branch of the
Pine River will be started this season as well, with the
assistance of the US Forest Service funding and Huron
Pines field staff.  PRVEL members will be on-site to view
the progress and volunteer as “helpers” within the
parameters of the project.

Follow the progress of these projects online at:

www.huronpines.org

 or visit us at facebook.com/pineriverwatershed.



Pine River Van Etten Lake Watershed Coalition

3

Back in 2010 -2011 a parcel of state-owned land
just north of VanEtten Lake in Iosco County was
surveyed and treated for a variety of plant invasives
found there by a team from Huron Pines RC & D,
working with the Department of Natural Resources
(DNR).

PRVEL was contacted regarding this site in 2013,
and seeing that one of our goals/objectives within
the watershed is the management of invasive
species, an agreement was made to train and assist
a team of our volunteers to perform an annual
monitoring and treatment program, to continue the
work already done.   It is hoped that this area can be
utilized as an ecological reference site to determine
the effectiveness of specific treatments on invasive
species.

Due to various obstacles, volunteers were not
able to have access to the site until this year, but we
have now begun surveying, using the information
already gathered, as well as adding any new invasive
plants that are identified. PRVEL volunteers will
provide treatment not requiring a special permit or
advise DNR if the treatment is beyond our capability.
All work will still be under the guidance of the DNR
and Huron Pines staff.

To learn more about this project and/or
volunteer to assist in the monitoring program,
contact Doug Jager at dj62852@charter.net

80 Acre Floodplain Reference Area

Summer 2014 Newsletter

Do you live in one of the 9 townships within the PRVEL watershed? Can you name them?  (the answers are on
the bottom of the page 7).

Now ... do you know which sub-basin (or subwatershed) you're in?  There are 9 of these as well and they are
named based on the stream that runs through them (back to the bottom of the page 7 for the answers).

Where Are You in the Watershed?

Each of the numbered locations above
represents a site where invasive plants were
previously found and treated.  Over half of the sites
have been re-surveyed to date, in some cases the
invasive have not returned, a good sign.
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Pine River Watershed Temperature Measurements

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) as part of their responsibility for classifying
streams as cold or warm water fisheries, have installed
temperature measuring devices (temp
loggers) in several locations in the Pine
River watershed.

PRVEL board members, Scott Lingo and
Arnie Leriche accompanied the DNR
representatives this past May while
temperature loggers were placed within the
various branches of the Pine. Monitoring
temperatures over long periods of time will
allow stewards to ensure the health of the waterways.
Should there be drastic changes, it will act as a warning
signal and further investigation may be needed to
determine the cause. Water temp's also have a significant
affect on fish habitat and the species that can be found

within certain stretches of a stream or river. Within the
Pine River Watershed several cold, transitional and warm
water streams can be found. The loggers measure water

temperature at regular intervals and
will be retrieved in the Fall. The
collected data will be analyzed by a
computer to determine results.

As the DNR measurements are
made at most once every five years or
with lesser frequency, the board has
discussed purchasing several more of
these loggers to provide for more

frequent measurements and to better survey the
watershed in locations not currently being checked. In
this way PRVEL is prepared to work closely with the DNR
to provide a more comprehensive picture of  cold
water/warm water fishery issues.

Working Together to Restore and Protect Our Natural Resources

A logger ready for installation

Pine River Erosion Stabilization II Project
Submitted by Paul thompson, USFS

This project is designed to protect natural resources,
stabilize shoreline and eroding river banks, reduce
sedimentation, and to improve fish habitat along the South
Branch of the Pine River on National Forest System lands
in Alcona County, Michigan, in the vicinity of Buhl Dam.
Up to seven eroding stream banks would be treated
through the placement and anchoring of trees and brush
along the shoreline and reshaping of eroding banks.  In
addition fish structures will be placed in the stream to
improve fish habitat. Eroded banks will be revegetated with
native sod, seed and mulch. Equipment will follow light on
the land practices and be mechanical, hand tools, and
manual labor.  This is the second project in this area and
compliments similar work performed upstream in 2012-
2013 when eight stream banks were restored.

The project is located along approximately 1/2 mile
of the Pine River in Alcona County in T 25N, R 8E, Section
8, approximately four miles west of the village of Mikado,
MI.

This project is being completed in part through a
grant from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and a
Challenge Cost-Share Agreement between the US Forest

Service and Huron Pines.  The stabilization of these
erosion sites will dramatically reduce sediment delivery
and improve downstream aquatic habitat.  Implementation
will begin in the fall of 2014 and be completed during the
summer of 2015.

Samuel Prentice, Watershed Project Manager for
Huron Pines is facilitating and coordinating public and
private efforts in implementation of the project.

If you have questions, please contact Paul Thompson,
District Wildlife Biologist, at the Huron Shores Ranger
Station (989) 739-0728 ext. 3028.

Restored bank erosion site from 2013
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A THANK YOU TO THE
DONORS TO THE AUSABLE PROJECT

Joan M. Abney
Cole’s Appliance

Daniel & Marilyn Cramer
James & Cathy Cryder

Sharon DeMeyere
Kalitta Air

Lake Huron Sportfishing
Mr. & Mrs. William Leece

Mr. & Mrs. Leif Lindblom
Susan Malski

Karen M. O’dowd
Oscoda Rotary Club

Gregory Povlitz
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Ramsey

Michael & Margaret Raymond
Gayle & Randy Rayl

Mr. & Mrs. R. G. Rocheleau
Ron Rossell

Mr. & Mrs. Frank Schaller
Al F. Siterlet

James W. Sturtz
Maureen C. Trainor

William & Donna Tripp

Many bird species have been observed within the
watershed – the two are being featured in this issue for
you to watch for.

 The brilliant, all blue male Indigo Bunting is a
small (sparrow size) bird with a short tail and short, thick,
conical bill.  The female is basically brown, with faint
streaking on the breast, a whitish throat, and sometimes,
a touch of blue on the wings, tail, or rump.  Look for
them in weedy fields and shrubby areas near trees,
singing from dawn to dusk atop the tallest perch in sight
or foraging for seeds and insects in low vegetation.  They
can be attracted to backyards with thistle or nyjer seed.

 The Pileated Woodpecker is about the size of a
crow, black with bold white stripes down the neck and a
flaming red crest.  Listen for them whacking at dead trees
and fallen logs in search of ants, leaving unique
rectangular holes in the wood. A pair of these birds stays
together in their territory all year round, nesting in large
trees.  The oldest recorded age for one of these birds is
12 years.

Watershed Wildlife Watch

A total of $1,720 in donations have been received to date
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Working Together to Restore and Protect Our Natural Resources

VAN ETTEN DAM IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT SUMMARY

The Van Etten Dam underwent improvements in its
operation of the two radial (tainter) gates which are for
adjusting lake water levels. These gates in the past were
operated by manual chain hoists which took a moderate
amount of effort to operate by one person, but they
functioned well. The dam
superstructure did not have any
lighting for night time operations.
This was a safety concern for the
dam operator who had to work
the manual hoists in the dark.

The improvements made
were to provide electrical hoists
(two per radial gate) for each
radial gate a total of 4 electrical
hoists. The hoists as installed use
single phase power and operate
off of the existing electrical
supply that was available at the site. A savings of over
$30,000 if an upgrade to a three phase electrical system
had been required.

One of the former chain hoists was salvaged and
placed on the new beam between the two electrical hoists.

This is in case of a power outage, there will be a method
to operate the radial gates.

One final feature is the lighting available on the dam
for safer night operations or if security is needed for the
site. The lights will only be used when needed on the site.

Now that the dam has
electric hoists and lighting
there may be some concern
regarding monthly costs.
Since the dam will not be
operating its lights at night,
nor will the operation of the
hoists be continuous, it is
expected that the monthly
electrical charges will be
less than $30. The dam
operator will be cutting
power to the hoists so the

gates can not be operated by someone who does not know
how to operate the control panel. The power will only be
turned on when needed .

RIVER KEEPERS UPDATE

PRVEL has added a few more volunteer River Keepers
since our last edition, raising the number to 15, and we
want to thank them for answering the call to support our
efforts to keep an eye on the river for potential problems
and/or issues that need our attention.

Please contact Carole Plunkey at

caroleplunkey@charter.net for more information and
join the ranks!



Pine River Van Etten Lake Watershed Coalition

7

Yes! I wish to support the water resource improvement
efforts in the Pine River Van Etten Lake Watershed

Please make your check payable to PRVEL Watershed

Coalition and send to:

PRVEL Watershed Coalition

PO Box 680

Oscoda, MI 48750

Name ________________________________

Street ________________________________

City __________________________________

State/Zip______________________________

Phone ________________________________

E-mail ________________________________

PRVEL Coalition Board
Chair - Carole Plunkey,  Van Etten Lake Assoc. caroleplunkey@charter.net
Recorder - Doug Jager, Iosco County dj62852@charter.net
Treasurer - Dan Stock,    Iosco County etts95@yahoo.com
Scott Lingo, Alcona County scott@targetrealestate.com

   Arnie Leriche, Iosco County aleriche526@gmail.com
Sheila Phillips, Alcona County srplincoln@juno.com

Non-Voting Advisors
USDA Forest Service     Huron Pines RC&D
USDA-NRCS      Michigan Dept. Of Natural Resources
US Fish & Wildlife

Summer 2014 Newsletter

 Answers to Where Are You in the Watershed from page 3

 Name the Townships – Oscoda, Greenbush, Mikado, Curtis, Harrisville, Gustin, Millen, Hawes, Haynes

 Name the Subwatersheds -  Duval Creek, East Branch Pine River, McGillis Creek, Roy
                                     Creek, South Branch Pine River, VanEtten Creek, Wallace Creek, West
                                     Branch Pine River, and Main Branch Pine River.

WATER QUALITY UPDATE

Three of four planned E-Coliform bacteria sampling
events have been completed to date in 2014. The
geometric mean of the number of colony forming
units/100 ml (cfu/100 ml) is 157 compared to a nine year
mean of 70 cfu/100 ml for the five sites sampled annually
(Pine River @ Co Line rd, Pine River @ F-41, Van Etten
Creek @ Pine River Trail, East/West Branch of the Pine
@ F-30 and South Branch of the Pine @ Cruzen rd).

Eight additional sites on Van Etten Creek are also
being sampled this year. The geometric mean in cfu/100
ml for these sites to date is 130. This compares to a five
year average of 64 for the sites sampled biannaually on
van Etten Creek.

Although the 2014 results are running above
average, the number of cfu/100 ml are still indicative of
high quality waters.


